Receiving the Gath and Covenant of the Melchizedek Priesthond
In Accepting The Holy Melchizedek Priesthood | Mitness And | @ouenant As Follows:

J fuitness that. .

I am willing to take upon myself the name of Jesus Christ.

I accept, as of divine origin, the authority of those calling and ordaining
me.

I reahze that “Revelation is inseparably connected with the priesthood,
as an unchanging principie from eternity to all eternity ™!

I witness that living oracles guide the Church and the course of the
Holy Priesthood today

I reahize that “‘the Gift of the Holy Ghost 1s the first pre-requisite for all
who are called to fill any office in the ministry.”?

1 realize that this guidance by the Holy Spirit 1s retained only so long as
we obey our Lord’s commandment to repeatedly witness renewal of our
covenant by partakmg of the sacramental emblems in the way and at the
times prescribed 3

I realize. that the Holy Spirit will strive with no man who persists in
polluting himself with those actions, thoughts, or desires which repel {(Le.
mzke a person repulsive to) the spirit of cleanliness, meekness, teachableness,
and honor 4

I realize “that the rights of the priesthood are inseparably connected

with the powers of heaven, and that the powers of heaven cannoi be
controlled nor handled only upon the principles of righteousness **%

| realize that the covering of sin, the gratification of pride, and any
unrighteous controt, dominion or compulsion upon the souls of men causes
the Spirit of the Lord to grieve and the heavens to withdraw themselves ©

I realize and witness that “no power or influence can or ought to be
maintaimned” simply by virtue of being a bearer of the priesthood 7

1 realize that the true spirit of priesthood authority 1s one of gentle,
meek, long-suffering love and persuasion, tempered with kindness, guided by
pure knowledge, and without hypocrisy or guile ®

I realize that the individual and his everlasting well-being, free agency,
and personal acceptance of responsibility (lus mmmortality and eternal life}
are the prime purpose of the gospel plan

I witness that deception, coercion, compulsion, and wresponsibility are
the plan of the adversary-that peace can exist among men only “while

protected in their inherent and inalienable rights”® when “such laws are
framed and held inviolate as will secure to each individual the free exercise
of conscience, the right and control of property, and the protection of

- life. e

I realize that it 1s a prime priesthood responsibility to defend, maintain
and help establish such principles of peace.

I believe that God our Father 1s depending on those He calls to the
ministry to be steadfast and diligent in looking after the better things n life
and upholding the standards of Zion and the principles of freedom and
righteousness.

I witness that, with all the blessings, strength, and honor which may
come to a priesthood bearer, the priesthood is primarily A CALL TO
SERVE (i.e. cali to be a servant in the Church and Kingdom of God).

These thigs [ witness.

J nofo therefore covenant that. .

I will magnify my callings in the priesthood,!!

I will learn my duties and act in the offices to which I am appointed in
all diligence.!?

I will receive the Lord by receiving His servants and honoring their
divine authority, 1?

This 1 covenant and promuse, giving praise and honor and glory to my
Lord and Savior in recognition of His promise that “he that receiveth my
Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath
shall be given unto him. And this 1s according to the oath and covenant
which belongeth to the priesthood. Therefore all who receive the priesthood,
receive this oath and covenant of my Father, which he cannot break, neither
can it be moved.” 14

I also acknowledge that the Lord has said that the person who
“breaketh this covenant, after he hath received it, and altogether turneth
therefrom”—this person “shall not have forgiveness of sins” here or in the
world to come.!®

These things I covenant and witness, voluntarily, in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen

Prepared by Wilson K. Andersen
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